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tinction from a purely haphazard activity, where the conse-
quences cannot be mentally connected with what is done.
The most significant question which can be asked, accordingly,
about any situation or experience proposed to induce learning
is what quality of problem it involves.
At first thought, it might seem as if usual school methods
measured well up to the standard here set. The giving of
problems, the putting of questions, the assigning of tasks, the
magnifying of difficulties, is a large part of school work. But
it is indispensable to discriminate between genuine and
simulated or mock problems. The following questions may
aid in making such discrimination, (a) Is there anything but
a problem? Does the question naturally suggest itself within
some situation of personal experience? Or is it an aloof
thing, a problem only for the purposes of conveying instruc-
tion in some school topic? Is it the sort of trying that would
arouse observation and engage experimentation outside of
school ? (&^Es it the pupil's own problem, or is it the teacher's
or textbook's problem, made a problem for the pupil only
because he cannot get the required mark or be promoted or
win the teacher's approval, unless he deals with it ? Obviously,
these two questions overlap. They are two ways of getting
at the same point: Is the experience a personal thing of such
a nature as inherently to stimulate and direct observation
of the connections involved, and to lead to inference and its
testing? Or is it imposed from without, and is the pupil's
problem simply to meet the external requirement?
Such questions may give us pause in deciding upon the
extent to which current practices are adapted to develop
reflective habits. The physical equipment and arrangements^
of the average schoolroom are hostile to the existence^jr
real situations of experience. What is there similar to the
conditions of everyday life which will generate difficulties?
Almost everything testifies to the great premium put upon
listening, reading, and the reproduction of what is told and

